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THE CIRCULAR 
fas for itsfundamental principles the Religion of the Bible 
and the Socialism of the Primitive Church Its alm, however. 
js to give its readers alsoa supply of general intelligence, and 
the news of the day. 

Terus—Free, to those who choose to receive freely: One 
Dollar per annum to those who prefer to pay. 

Specimen numbers will be sent to those requesting them.— 
Any subscriber wishing to discontinue his paper.should return 
us a copy with his nameand residence written upon it,and the 
simple order, * Discontinue.’ 

Address ** THE CIRCULAR, Oneida, N. Y.” 





Support of the Circular. 

As will be seen by the foregoing terms, the 
Circular is offered to those who wish it, as the 
gospel is, without money and without price.— 
[tis supported at present, first and principally, by 
the funds of the Oneida Community and its branch- 
e3; secondly, by the free contributions of its friends 
and a few remittances from those who choose to pay 
for it. Our expectation, however, is that the idea 
ofa Pies Darty Retietovs Press, as the comple- 
ment and consummation of Free Schools,Free Church- 
es, and Free Benevolent Societies, will gradually 
become known, and be appreciated among all spir- 
itually minded religionists, and that thus the 
Circular, as the embodiment of that idea, will 
draw to itself a volunteer constituency, more whole- 
hearted than that which surrounds, for instance 
the Bible Society, and endows it annually with a 
revenue of three hundred thousand dollars, 





What Ought to be Done. 

1. Religion is, by right, the highest teacher of 
mankind, and ought to use the most commanding 
instrumentality. 

2. The press is, at this day, the most commanding 
instrumentality of instruction. Therefore religion 
ought to lay out its strength not in the pulpit but 
on the press. 

38 Journalism is the superior function of the 
press— nore effective than book-making, because 
more continuous and universalinits operation. Re- 
iigion ought, therefore, to take the lead in Jour- 
nalism. 

4. The Dily Press is the highest form of Jour- 
nalism—as much more effective than the weekly 
press, as the latter is more effective than book-mak- 
ing, and for thesamereason. Religion ought there- 
fore to ascend from the pulpit to the sanctum of the 
Daily Press. 

5. Believing that what ought to be done can be 
done, the publishers and friends of The Circular, 
in the name of the Christian religion, have pur- 
posed and are preparing to institute a Daily Reli- 
gious Press 
Che Oneiva Communit 

ye Weleda Won, 
MANUPACTURERS OF 
Superior Steel-Traps, for hunters and frontier 
men; Enameled Traveling-Bags 3; Palm- 
Leaf Hats; Caps; Satin Cravats, &c. 
DEALERS IN 
FRUIT SORNAMENTAL TREES, GRAPE VINES, 
STRAWBERRY PLANTS, &c., 
Groen & Preserved 
FRUITS AND VEGETABLES; 
ALSO IN 


SEWING, SADDLERS’, EMBROIDERY AND MACHINE SILKS. 
Orders for any of the above articles directed to 
THE COMMUNITY, Oneida, N.Y. 
will receive prompt attention. 


Publications. 
THE SEREAN; A Manual for the help of those 


who seek the Faith of the Primitive Church: an 

octavo volume of 500 pages.—By J. H. Noyes. 

Price, $1,50. 

The Berean contains free, outline discussions of the great 
Religious topics of interest: Salvation from Sin, The New 
Birth. Tae Second Coming. Resurrection. Origin of Evil, Our 
Relations to the Heavenly Church, Abolition of Death, Con- 
q’nsation of Life, &c. &¢.—treated strictly according to 
Bible evidences, but developing many new and interesting 
Sonclusions, differing widely from those of the old Theology 
Allwh» wish to understand Biste Commentsm—its constitue 
tional by usis, and prospects of success—should acquaint them 
telves with the contents of this book. 

BIBLE COMMUNISM; A Compilat‘on from the 
Annual Reports and other publications of the 
Oneida Association and its branches; presenting, 
in connection with their History, asummary view 
of their Religiousand Social Cheories. 128 pages, 
octuvo. Price 50 cts. 








SALVATION FROM SIN; Explained and de- 
fended by J. H. Noyres. Pamphlet 64 cts. 


<= Past Volumes of the Circular and the 
Perfectionist, can be furnished; andany of the 
tbove Publications may be sent by mail to all parts 
ofthe country. 


The Oneida Community: 
Where and What it is. 


—The Community consists of about 215 members, 
comprising men, women, youth and children, nearly 
in equa! proportions. They cultivate 386 acres of 
their own land, in the towns of Lenox and Vernon, 
State of New York ; Post Office address, Oneida, N. Y. 
For an account of their manufactures and produc- 
tions, see the preceding card. 

—The Community has been established here eleven 
years, and is self-supporting. There is a branch 
community located at Wallingford, Copn., which is 
also self-supporting. 

—-The Community takes its origin from religious 
faith and thorough devotion to the tcachings of the 
Bible, simply and rationally interpreted. Its mem- 
bers hold, among their distinguishing points of be- 
lief, that Christ offers himself to the world, asa 
perfect savior from sin; that his Second Coming 
took place at the close of the Apostolic age; that 
the Kingdom of Heaven then founded in the invisi- 
ble world is now extending itself into visible 
humanity ; that all good and evil are the results of 
spiritual agency, and hence, that faith is the best 
medicine for both soul and body; that the age of 
miracles is not past, &c. For a full statement of 
their religious views, and the arguments therefor, 
see the Berean, a book published by the Community. 

—The social organization is that of entire Com- 
munism like that of the day of Pentecost, when ‘ no 
man said that aught of the things that he possessed 
was his own, but they had all things common’ 
The relation of the sexes is placed, not like that of 
common society, on the basis of law and constraint, 
neither on the opposite one of mere freedom; but 
on that of INSPIRALION, TRULY DERIVED BY COMMUNI- 
CATION WITH THE SPIRIT or Gop. For amore full 
discussion of these principles, see Bib/e Communism. 
a pamphlet of 128 pages, for sale here. 

—For its government, the Community has no for- 
mal constitution, code of laws, or officership, but de- 
pends on the maintenance of a goud spirit, securing 
VITAL ORGANIZATION, like that which animates the 
human body, and on the exercise of Free CRITICISM 
on the part of allits members. Those persons who 
are the most spiritual secure the most confidence, 
and consequently have the most influence, whoever 
they are. Joun H. Noyes, as the medium by which 
these truths have been mainly developed in this 
age, is respected as atrue leader. In business, 
those persons whose attractions and capacities fit 
them for posts of responsibility are sought out and 
placed in charge of the different departments. 

—The object of the Community is to live a true 
life, setting forth in all their relations the principles 
and spirit of what they believe to be resurrection 
society. They consider themselves members and 
subjects of the Kingdom of Heaven, and their social 
innovations but as parallel movements with tele- 
graphing and railroading in the department of out- 
ward communication. They do not profess to 
have arrived at perfect results yet in many re- 
spects. How far they have attained is open 
to the inspection of all sincere and well-behaved 
people who will take pains to read their writings, 
understand their principles, and make known their 
wish for a personal visit at the Community. 

--The circumstances of the Community are at pres- 
ent adverse to receiving new members. Their princi- 
pal dwelling and their outlying buildings are full 
to the extent of their convenient capacity. Plans are 
in contemplation, on the first moment of attaining 
the requisite means, to build» much larger and 
better edifice than the present one, for a Community 
Home. 

—-Tur Crrcunar is our weekly organ, and is of- 
fered on such terms as make it accessible to every 
one. Those who receive its spirit and have the 
ability to do so, will deal generously with the Com- 
munity in sharing its expense, and contributing to 
jts usefulness. To the poor it is offered as a gift. 

The following may serve as a condensed formula of 

PRINCIPLES AND MEASURES 
The Kingdom of Heaven, established by Christin the 
interior sphere at his Second Coming, A. D. 70. 


Unity of all believers in this world and in Hades, 
with the Kingdom in the Heavens. 

Resurrectien of the Spirit. by the faith and confes- 
sion of Christ, abolishing Sin and Selfishness. 

Resurrection of the Body, as a sequence of the fore- 
going, overcoming Disease, renewing Youth, and 
ubolishing Death. 

Community of Property of all kinds, with Iuspira- 
tion tor distribution. 

Dwelling tegetherin Association, or Complex Fami- 
lies. 

Home Churches and Home Schools. 

Meetings every Evening. 

Lord’s Supper at every Meal. 

Free Criticism the Regulator of Society. 

Horticulture the leading business for subsistence. 





A Daily Press, divorced from Mammon, and devo- 
ted to Ged. 





THE CIRCULAR. 
(From Beecher’s ‘‘ Concord of Ages.’) 

God as an Organic Power. 

Nothing can be more sublime thana 
Christian view of the future of the world, 
and especially of the North American 
Continent. Guyot, as a geographer, has 
decided that all] things favor the last and 
highest development of humanity here. 
In this development the providence of 
God seems to be calling on the United 
States to lead the way. Noone can take 
a sober view of our present and prospec- 
tive elements of power, of the extent of 
our territory, of our agricultural resour- 
ces, of our manufacturing capabilities, of 
our mineral stores, of our commercial 
facilities and illimitable commerce, and 
of our future population, and pot be 
overwhelmed with emotions of sublimity, 
if not of fear, in view of the magnitude 
of the coming issues. We are to be a 
world in ourselves, speaking one glorious 
language ; and, if we are rightly organi- 
zed, educated, and developed, we shall 
be a leaven to leaven the rest of the 
world. Our future migrations, our com- 
mercial and social intercourse with the 
rest of the world, our correspondence, 
our literature, our example, our govern- 
ment, our missionary operations, will 
make us for coming ages a constantly in- 
creasing moral power, for good or for 
evil. 

If, then, we would fulfil our high des- 
tiny as servants of God, the last, the 
highest, the most difficult problem of 
humanity and Christianity we must un- 
dertake and solve ; and that is, a true 
organization of society, in accordance 
with the ideas of God, and the system of 
the universe. In ages past God has saved 
individual men out of corrupt organiza- 
tions, leaving them still to endure. The 
battle of ages has been against corrupt 
organizations. The time is to come of 
victory over them, and of the organic re- 
generation of human society. To this 
last great issue we are summoned by God. 

Nothing has so deeply penetrated the 
mind of man, in all ages, as a_ painful, 
not to say agonizing conviction of the 
imperfection of human society. Of this 
the deepest roots are found in the sin- 
fulness of men. Organization in some 
form isa necessity. But organization in 
its very nature implies that power is put 
into the hands of rulers who are compara- 
tively few, and who are to act in the 
name and for the welfare of the many. 
And now, who or what shall prevent the 
abuse of that power? Almost any@ or- 
ganization, with perfect administration 
and a perfect community, would produce 
good results; but with sinful and in- 
competent rulers, and a corrupt commu- 
nity, the most perfect organization, as 
all experience has shown, will but give 
power to be abused for evil. 

In this state of things, the mind of 
man is driven in two directions. One, 
to devise the best modes of organic de- 
fence against human depravity, supposing 
that men will continue to be, on an 
average, as depraved as they have been. 
This leads to a division of power, and a 
complexity of organizations, so as to in- 
troduce a system of checks and balances, 
arraying not only the moral sense, but 
interest, and even selfishness, against in- 
terest and selfishness, so thai thereby | 
the good of the whole may be the better | 
defended. 

The other direction is to seek by di-| 
vine aid a renovation of the elements of 
human society, through the supernatural 
influence of the Holy Spirit, and then 
to organize them on principles suggested 





by the ideas and ends involved and dis- 
closed in the divine economy of this 
world. 

In both of these departments, many 
leading minds of the race have labored in 
past ages. The experiments of the law- 
givers and sages of China, India, Egypt, 
Persia, Assyria, Babylon, Greece, and 
Rome, have left their impress upon the 
world, and furnish valuable suggestions 
for us, on whom rests the responsibility 
of deciding on the organizations of com- 
ing ages—giving us a more ample and 
varied knowledge of good and evil. The 
history of the Jews, of Christianized 
Rome, and of the Christian states of 
the Middle Ages and of modern Kurope, 
has varied the experiment by the intro- 
duction of a spiritual and divine element, 
more or less obscured and corrupted by 
the prevalence and power of human de- 
pravity and error. 

Some of the best and highest results 
of the manifold experiments of the Old 
World have been, by the providence of 
God, transferred to this North American 
continent, and the work of organization 
has been undertaken once more upon @ 
vast scale, with immense elements of pow- 
er physical and mental, to be systematized. 
and directed, and with all the light that 
can be derived from the multitorm results 
of the trials of other ages. 

In all this, he who is wise will see a 
development of the purposes of God, and 
will anticipate from him a final issue 
worthy of his own glorious and illimitable 
intellectual and moral supremacy. If 
we look upon the gathering of nations 
to this continent, upon the development 
here of unparalJeled resources anc imple- 
ments of power, and at the hundreds of 
millions who are soon to wield them, with 
the eyes of national pride, we may be 
easily inflated, and intoxicated with vis- 
ions of coming human greatness : and, 
if so, those visions will be dispelled, as 
always before, by scenes-of conflict and 
blood, moral degradation and ruin. 

If we look upon these great develop- 
mens as the means of a final and glori- 
ous exaltation of God, and depression of 
the pride and self-conceit of man, we 
may reasonably expect to see the divine 
ideal of perfect human society developed 
in glorious living and enduring forms, 
radiant in the sunlight of. divine truth 
and love. 

Let us, then, proceed reverently and 
prayerfully to consider what is the essen- 
tial basis of the full development of this 
divine ideal. 

Toatruly Christian mind, this will 
be self-evident. It is this: 

That, though men will act in such a 
state of society with an intellectual and 
moral power, perfection, and beauty, nn- 
known before, and in accordance with 
well-defined organic law, yet the main- 
spring, the impulse, and the regulating 
power of their action, will not be in them- 
selves, nor in human society, but in God 
and his universal system. 

It has been, and still is, one of the great 
illusions of sin and of Satan, to teach 
that man can be so developed, by educa- 
tion or otherwise, as to have a true and 
normal source of power, knowledge, and 
perfection, in- himself, instead of in God, 
Men thus developed from their own soli- 
tary roots, view God outwardly and ob- 


jectively ; that is, as an object of thought, 


a ruler, a sovereign, @ judge, a law-giver ; 
and, without being transplanted into 


‘him, but still continuug to grow out of 


their own separate and independent roots, 
can resolve to obey him, choose him as a 
portiou aud a ruler, and think that this 
is all of religion. Religion involves such 
a choice of Gud, but it no less involves a 
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life in him. Forno created being has 
or can have a source of power, knowledge, 
development, and perfection, in himself, 
so as not constantly to need the vital, 
sustaining, animating, invigorating, and 
unfolding power of God, as truly and as 
constantly as the branch needs the vital, 


invigorating, and developing powers of 


the vine. (See John 15: 1—11.) The 
opposite opinion is the deep and fatal 
root of pride, self-admiration, self-deifi- 
cation, independence of God, ingratitude, 
falsehood, revolt, and ruin. 

God only is in and of himself infinitely 
and unconquerably healthy and vital— 
infinitely above all moral disease, all mor- 
al corruption. His emotions and affec- 
tions, though infinitely powerful, are yet 
infinitely incorruptible, infinitely vital. 
His views of truth are infinitely perfect 
and well proportioned. There isin them 
nothing one-sided, nothing defective. 
His will is always in perfect accordance 
with truth, honor, right, and love. 

Now, the mind of man, as well as of 
angels, has been so made that by his 
will and affections he can take root in 
God, and by sympathetic communion 
with Him come under the invigorating 
and health-giving influence of His mind, 
and experience its intellectual and moral 
power, as aconstant spring and source 
of healthy, normal and beautiful devel- 
opment. Thus the mind is rooted and 
grounded in divine love and life. Nor 
does it glory in its own solitary or separ- 
ate power, wisdom, or beauty, in any- 
thing that it does, There is a joyful 
consciousness of a pervading influence of 
God as the animating and developing life 
of all. His Jife, his thoughts, his health, 
and his beauty, are seen in all. All 
things turn the mind back to him with 
~ew intensity of admiration and love, as 
the exhaustless fountain of pure thought, 
of glorious conceptions, of unconquera- 
ble and incorruptible love. This is as 
truly the original, normal, and necessary 
law of life and perfection to the mind, 
as growth in the soil is to the plant or 
the tree. 

The deadly influence of pride consists 
in the fact that it uproots the mind from 
its ‘native soil in God ; creates in it a 
conceit that it has an independent power 
of self-development from its own roots 
and stock, that it can bear good fruits 
solely from itself, and that it can deserve 
independent admiration for its deeds, 
forno part of which it is to account to 
any other mind. . 

This deep and deceitful root of false- 
hood—for it is false as hell—often pro- 
duces much which has the aspect of re- 
ligion. It leads to an outward choice of 
God and his cause, and to intense and 
zealous action for him in name, but for 
self in fact. For still it inwardly admires 
itself, and still thirsts for the outward 
admiration of others, for what it has 
done and can do, It never forgets itself 
in a joyful contemplation of the glory of 
God ; it does not see the divine glory in 
itsown acts; it has not a holy abhor- 
renee of ungrateful self-admiration ; it has 
not an intense and all-absorbing desire 
that all should glorify God, and him 
alone, as the only true life, light, and 
perfection, of the universe ; it has not a 
holy recoil from all man-worship, as 
much when directed towards itself as 
towards another; it is not content with 
an inward and secret consciousness of the 
favor of God, which makes reproach for 
his sake light and unimportant, and hu- 
man favor of little moment except asa 
ineans of doing good. 

Nothing can be more delusive, nothing 
more fatal, than this idea of intellectual 
and moral power aside from God. The 
miud was made to live in the atmosphere 
of some mind or minds, as truly as the 
body was made to live by breathing the 
outward air. If it is not primarily rooted 


in God, it will take root in some circle of 
minds whose admiration and favor it de- 
sires, and, with all its conceit, will be in 


tached from God are of mecesity involved 


being a sun to them, it is in fact darkened 
and eclipsed by their darkness. 

1. So long, then, as men feel and act 
in accordance with these principles, noth- 
ing can be perfected, whether individual 
or social. The primary, the fundamental 
condition of perfect human society, then, 
is, that the individual mind be rooted in 
God, and that society be a result of the 
action of God, through individual minds, 
so that he shall organize society, and act 
through it by his all-pervading intellec- 
tual and moral influences. Then will all 
men act with intellectual and moral 
power, freedom, and organic perfection, 
unknown before; and yet the maine 
spring, the impulse, the regulating power 
of their action shall be not in themselves, 
nor in human society, but in God. 

2. In the second place, since human 
society is thus to be primarily developed 
and perfected through the intellectual 
and moral power of God, it is essential 
that the real character of God, and the 
nature and Jaws of communion with him, 
be truly and perfectly understood, so as 
to purge the world of the spurious re- 
ligion of pride, the natural passions, and 
imagination which has done more to dis- 
honor God, corrupt the church, and in- 
jure the world, than all other causes 
combined. For when men are deluded, 
and satisfied with a counterfeit, the 
spring of action and progress is broken. 

That eminent servant of God, Presi- 
dent Edwards, has well said that “it is by 
the mixture of counterfeit religion with 
true, not discerned and distinguished, 
that the devil has had his greatest ad- 
vantage against the cause and kingdom 
of Christ. It is plainly by this means, 
principally, that he has prevailed against 
all revivals of religion, since the first 
founding of the Christian church. By 
this he hurt the cause of Christianity, 
in and after the apostolic age, much 
more than by all the persecutions of both 
Jews and heathen. The apostles, in all 
their epistles, show themselves much 
more concerned at the former mischief 
than the latter.” (Preface to Treatise 
on the Affections.) He applies the same 
remarks to the revivals at and after the 
Reformation, and te those in this coun- 
try. ‘the whole of that preface is worthy 
of repeated and prayerful perusal. 

But it will be found, on careful inquiry, 
that the deepest root of spurious religion, 
in all ages, has been false views of the 
character of God, and of the real nature 
and extent of legitimate communion with 
him. 

Nor need we wonder at this. God 
has a real character. To this the mind 
of man in its normal state is correlated, 
as perfectly as the bodily senses to the 
outer world. Now, it is only this true 
character of God-which can thoroughly 
revea] a man to himself, and show the 
extent to which sin has deranged and 
disordeged his powers. This only can 
give nif a true idea what-he ought to be, 
und what is the extent of his sins and 
corruption. Maltitudes are living a false 
life, of sincere but deluded religion, be- 
cause they are deeply and fatally igno- 
rant of the true God, and of the true 
law of life in him. 

With a defective and one-sided view of 

the character of God, moreover, there 
can be no full and mature development 
of a normal Christian experience. In 
order to exert its full power, the charac- 
ter of God ought to be fully seen, and in 
due harmony and proportion. 
The various parts of a true and mature 
religious experience should be analyzed 
and exhibited in their proportions and 
relations, so that the Christian charac- 
ter shall be not only powerful, but fully 
and symmetrically developed in all its 
parts. 

Never was this of more importance 
than at the present day. Romanism, 
Pantheism, Neo-Platonism, and infidel 





And, as minds de- 


bondage to them. 


naturalism, are all making delusive pre- 


in much and fatal error, so, instead of 


nent religious experience. Never, there- 
fore, was it more necessary, never more 
indispensable, than now, to know who 
and what God is, and what is a genuine 
and fully-developed Chrisiian experience, 
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Communism THE Sociat Orper or Heaven. 


ONEIDA, DECEMBER 27, 1860. 
Events of the Week. 

The three principal events reported by the 
press during the past week are: 

1. The capture of Pekin by the allied English 
and French forces. The city surrendered to the 
allies on the 13th of October, and yielded to all 
their demands. The emperor’s summer palace 
was sacked, and an enormous amount of spoils 
taken. The emperor1nd the Tartar army had 
all fled» The allied forces will winter at Pekin, 
They were encamped on the walls. 

2d. South Carolina has seceded from the 
Union. At least her State Convention passed 
an ordinance to that effect on the 20th inst. 
Three commisioners, viz., ex-Gov. J. H. Adams, 
ex-Congressman J. L. Orr, and R. W. Barnwell, 
were appointed to treat with the United States 
Government at Washington. , 

3. Alarge robbery of the Government has 
been discovered in the Department of the Interior. 
Mr. Godard Bailey, who has charge of the Indian 
trust funds in the Department of the Interior, 
Washington, has confessed to the Secretary of that 
Department that he sometime since abstracted from 
a safe in his office, State bonds and Coupons to 
the amount of $830,000, which he and other per- 
sons used for the puposes of hypothecation, and 
with the intention of restitution, which owing to 
the present panic they were unable to do. 





Correspondence of the Circular. 


The Question of Universalism. 





Bellefontaine, Ohio, Dec. 16, 1860. 
Dear Friends: 

One of the worst, if not éhe worst form of evil 
the cause of Christ has to encounter, is the spirit 
of Universalism, or the spirit which plants itself 
upon, and clings with so much tenacity to the 
doctrine, that it is utterly inconsistent with God’s 
character as a wise, just, and benevolent Being, to 
doom a part of mankind to damnation or eternal 
perdition. The most subtle, plausible, and insin- 
uating, and consequently the most dangerous, forms 
of this spirit are to be found among the reformers 
and spiritualists of the modern school; and prob. 
ably a better service to the trath could not be done, 
than to show the shallowness and unsoundness of 
their doctrine. For my own part I know of noth- 
ing that will do this more effectually than the 
demonstration of the doctrine of existence of evil 
prior to man’s creation, in connection with the 
fact that man was not made primarily for his own 
good, but for God's pleasure. The four and twen- 
ty elders that fell down before Him that sat upon 
the throne, said, “ Thou art worthy, O Lord, to 
reccive glory and honor and power; for thou hast 
created all things, and FoR THY PLFasURE thev 
are and were created:” and all sound doctrine 
goes to establish the truth of their declaration.— 
If it were true that God’s object in the creation 
of man was solely or principally man’s own bene- 
fit, there would be some reasun in the assertion 
that the damnation of a part of mankind dishon- 
ors God, and defeats the end he had in view in 
his creation. Butif evil existed previous to man’s 
creation, and God’s purpose was to furnish a the- 
ater or battle-ground on which to test the relative 
strength of good and evil, and thus prove his pow- 
er and title to the throne of the Universe, we have 
a satisfactory reason for his creating some men 
vessels of wrath” and others ‘ vessels of mercy.” 
This, in my view, was precisely God’s object.— 
Before man’s creation, Satan could defy God’s pow- 
er and dispute his title to the throne of the Uni- 
verse ; and I can see no means that God could 
have of disproving Satan’s pretensions, save by 
furnishing a common ground where they could 
mect on equal terms and test the question at is- 
sue. Human nature furnished this ground; and 
from the time Adam yielded to the seductive in- 
fluence of Satan in the garden of Eden, the battle 
went on till it culminated in the most splendid 
victory the Universe has ever witnessed—the tri- 
umph of Christ over the combined power of evil 





in earth and hades. Satan was the Strong Man 


tenses of visions of God, and an emi- 


a 


armed ; but Christ was the Stronger Man who 


dispossessed him of his house, and despoiled him 
of his goods, and who shall reign till he hath put 
all things under his feet. By the submission of 
Christ to death, and his resurrection from the 
grave before he saw corruption, and ascension to 
the Father, he demonstrated tu all worlds that 
good is stronger than evil. In this victory of 
Christ, the nature of the whole contest between 
God and the Devil may be seen. On the one 
hand, Satan, operating through the vessels of wrath. 
his representatives, Judas Iscariot and the hypo- 
critical leaders of the Jews ; and on the other hand, 
30d working in Christ and his disciples, the ves- 
sels of mercy. And it will be seen that the ves- 
sels of wrath were just as essential to the contest 
as the vessels of mercy. 


There is a very remarkable passage in the 9th 
chapter of Romans that corroborates very strong- 
ly the ideas [ have presented, and I cannot per- 
haps do better than to copy the whole passage: 
‘The scripture,” says Paul, “ saith unto Pharaoh, 
Even for this same purpose have I raised thee up, 
that I might sHow My POWER IN THER, and that 
my name might be declared throughout all the 
earth. Therefore hath he mercy on whom he 
will have mercy, and whom he will, he hardeneth. 
Thou wilt say then unto me, Why doth he yet 
find fault? For who hath resisted his wil] ?— 
Nay, but, O man, who art thou that repliest 
against God? Shall the thing formed say to him 
that formed it, Why hast thou made me thus 7— 
Ifath not the potter power over the clay, of the 
same lump to make one vessel unto honor, and 
another unto dishonor? What if God, willing to 
show his wrath, and To MAKE HIS POWER KNOWN, 
endured with much long-suffering the vessels of 
wrath fitted to destruction; and that he might 
make known the riches of his glory on the vessels 
of mercy, which he had afore prepared unto glo- 
ry, even us whom he hath called, not of the 
Jews only, but also of the Gentiles ?” 


The case of Pharaoh cited by Pau) in the above 
passage, affords a good illustration of God’s pur- 
pose in creating man. God raised up Pharaoh in 
order that by his terrible dealings with him he 
might exalt his own power in the eyes of the sur- 
rounding nations, and produce a salutary fear: of 
his favored people. So he made man, and permit- 
ted Satan to get possession of him and propagate 
his seed, that he might in the great contest that 
should ensue, prove his power over him, as well 
as make known the riches of his glory on the ves- 
sels of mercy. And God is no more to be blamed 
for creating vessels of wrath to carry out his pur- 
pose, as well as vessels of mercy, than the potter 
is for making of the same clay vessels of dishonor 
as well as ofhonor. Thns, asI conceive, the wis- 
dom and justice of God are vindicated ; and now 
let us look at the question of his benevolence. 


How can God be a truly benevolent being, and 
yet condemn to everlasting perdition a large part, 
and even the greater part of the human race? 
How can even the greatest sins that man can pos- 
sibly commit, justify a good being like God in 
consigning him to such an awful fate? We may 
as well look these questions squarely in the face 
at once, as they are questions that every one will 
have to meet sometime and determine at his own 
peril. 

In the first place I will say that I fully believe 
God’s disposition is good enough to save every 
being in existence, even the devil himself, if it 
were possible. But the difficulty lies in the nature 
of the material he has to deal with. ‘“ He that 
docth evil, hateth the light, neither cometh to the 
light, lest his deeds should be reproved.” “Ye are 
of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father 
ye will do.” “ He that is of God, heareth God's 
words ; ye therefore hear them not, because ye 
are not of God” Christ is the Savior of all 
men, specially of them that believe.” Those 
who do not believe, have no ear to hear; and they 
will owe their damnation, not to God’s lack of 
benevolence toward them ; but totheir own un- 
willingness to be saved. I may illustrate the case in 
this way : Suppose a King, whose army had been 
taken prisuners by his enemies, should ransom 
them at a large price, and the announcement be 
made to them that they had been ransomed. Part 
of them believe the fact and return to their friends, 
while the rest from some cause or other either 
refuse to believe that they are ransomed, or are 
unwilling te avail themselves of the ransom, and 
consequently remain in the enemy’s camp. This 
is precisely the case with the incorrigibly wicked. 
Christ has paid the price of their freedom from 
evi!, and made provisions for their return to him ; 
but they will not be saved, “ they will not have 





him to reign over them.” God cannot be blamed 
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for their destruction, and his benevolence is there~ 
fore sufficiently vindicated. 

I know not whether these thoughts will be edi- 
fying to others; but they certainly have been of 
great value to me in dealing with Universalists, 
and in establishing my own heart on a firm basis 
of confidence in God’s goodness and justice in his 
dealings with men. I am fully satisfied that it is 
just to, and that God cannot do otherwise than, 
hate all those who love and believe a lie. He 
hates them because he hates evil, and they are 
indissolubly linked with evil. 

I have been considerably interested in the late 
discussions of Fouricrism in the Circular, on ac- 
count of its bearing upon Universalism ; and I hope 
that the whole subject may be thoroughly dis- 
cussed in all its bearings in our paper; that we 
may be prepared to cope effectually with this 
most subtle enemy of righteousness. 

Yours very truly, A. W. C. 





= — 


An Oneida Journal. 


Several interesting evenings of criticism have 
transpired the past week. One, of a yonng 
man of genius—a self-made mechanician and 
inventor, but who. was criticised for a too lavish 
expenditure of means in earrying out his pro- 
jects. His mechanical applications are thor- 
oughly executed, and never fail ; but he was 
recommended to operate more in consultatifn 
with the financial and conservative minds of 
the Community. Young girls offer themselves 
in groups of two or more for public criticism. 
Much commendation is expressed, and some 
fault is found with them such ss is not unu- 
sual to their class and age. Criticism is of 
great value in bringing to clear view those 
points which we appreciate in character, as 
well as those which we dislike. We are per- 
haps never more conscious of kind feeling to a 
person than after having seen him through the 
medium of 2 keen and searching criticism. 

The Circular—our New Building Enter- 
prise. Can we carry them on together? This 
was a subject of conversation on Sunday eve- 
ning. The financiers of the Community feel that 

they must economize resources, and measure 
expenses by means, with a viewto the New 
House ; and the question of a three hundred 
dollar paper bill now comes up for discussion. 
Shall we contract for that amount to supply the 
Circular for another year? It is thrown upon 
the family for consideration, and action. Re- 
port is made that, although the number of sub- 
seribers and readers of the Circular has in- 
creased during the past year, the receipts of 
the printing department have been less than 
heretofore. From about 900 subscribers, we 
have received not much over $200, or hardly 
enough to pay for the paper used. Last year, 
the receipts for the paper and publications, 
amounted to $400. The falling off of the pres- 
ent year, results in part, doubtless, from the 
hesitation with which we put forward any 
claims in the printing department, and the for- 
getfulness of some to realize its necessities un- 
til they are asked. But we are at a point now 
where we shall lay aside reserve, and make 
our readers full partners with us in the exigen- 
ey that has arisen. ‘The propositions which 
we are called to consider, are, whether we shal! 
suspend the publication of the Circular during 
the extraordinary expenses of the coming 
building season ; or reduce it toa semi-month- 
ly issue ; or whether we shall keep on as at 
present, endeavoring to increase its interest 
and usefulness, and depending on the efforts 
of those who like its weekly visits, to sustain us. 
Can we depend upon them? The choice of 
these courses which we are called to make, in- 
volves a difference of at least a thousand dol- 
lars inthe Community treasury. So far as 
our disposition is concerned, we would not 
mind the thousand dollars ; but we bave under- 
taken to build a better, larger and more per- 
manent home for Communism, and this will 
require all our present means. Will our friends 
take the pecuniary burden of the Circular for 
the coming year, and so leave us free for the 
large work we have inghand? It can be easi- 
ly done, if each of our subscribers will return 
us by mail $1,00; orif those who have the 
more means, will double their contribution for 


the sake of the few who will perhaps be unable 
to doanything. In the hope that this will ap- 
pear reasonable, and meet with a ready re- 
sponse, it is decided to continue the publica- 
tion of the Circular, as at present. The nu- 
merous expressions of interest in its contents, 
and the acknowledgments of benefit received 
from its spirit and teachings, form a strong in- 
ducement not to suspend it even for a time; 
and we shall go trustfully forward, hoping in 
God, and the good faith of our friends, to open 
for us any Red-sea that niay lie in our path in 
consequence of this resolution. 





NARRATIVE OF FACTS, 
CONCERNING 
Dr. Giovanni Giacinto Achilli. 
To tHe Pustic: 

During the week ending Dec. 10th, 1859, there 
came to our Community residence at this place, 
Giovanni Giacinto ACHILLI, somewhat celebra- 
ted as an Italian Protestant and seceder from the 
church of Rome. He came alone, and remained 
nearly a week, leaving un the morning of the 
12th. He was personally unknown to us, though 
his name had been on the subscription list of the 
Circular for several years. He represented that 
he was then residing at Jersey City, N. J., at the 
Bergen Hights Water Cure; that his wife, whom 
he had married at Rome in 1849, had permanent 
ly separated from him, and had returned to Italy, 
taking with her their two youngest children; and 
that his family at Jersey City consisted of his 
oldest child, Attilio, and a governess of the boy 
He stated that the separation between himself and 
wife was by mutual agreement, there being but 
little sympathy in spirit between them, she pre- 
fering to reside in Italy on account of her health, 

We were interested in the history of Dr. Achilli, 
as represented by himself, and as given in pub- 
lished accounts. See Appleton’s New Cyclopedia, 
Vol. 1,Art. Achilli. During his visit he gave several 
entertaining conversational lectures on the reli- 
gious orders of the Remish church, and his own 
history. His manners were urbane and gentle- 
manly ; his fine figure, expressive countenance, and 
snow-white beard, which blanched, he said, while 
he was a prisoner in the prison of the Inquisition 
at Rome, would have rendered him noticeable in 
any assembly ; while his acquaintance with many 
of the celebrities of Europe, among whom he men- 
tioned Mazzini, Garibaldi, Louis Napoleon, the 
Duke of Wellington, Merle D’Aubigne, Chevalier 
Bunsen, De Tocqueville, and others, made his con- 
versation highly interesting. He said that his 
immediate work, and the mission to which he 
considered himself providentially called, was that 
of translating the Bible into modern Italian, and 
procuring its circulation in Italy. His visit, per- 
sonally, was, on the whole, pleasant, though there 
was apparent some lack of frankness on his part 
with regard to his family, and the separation be- 
tween himself and wife. 

The object of Dr. Achilli’s visit seemed to be, 
to form a personal acquaintance with the Commu- 
nity; and before leaving, he quite urgently cx- 
pressed a wish to be, with his family, admitted to 
membership in our family. This, of course, we 
could not agree to, there not being sufficient 
mutual acquaintance and confidence to warrant 
such a course. We did not, however, give a de- 
visive answer, but said to him that we would con_ 
sider the matter in our family meeting and report 
to him by letter whatever the mind of the Com- 
munity should be. He appeared satisfied with this, 
and on taking leave of us there was pleasant feel- 
ing and good wishes cn both sides. 

A few evenings after, the matter was referred to 
in the family meeting. It appeared that there 
was much good feeling in the Community toward 
Dr. Achilli, and a disposition tu cuntinue the ac- 
quaintance and friendship which had begun, and a 
willingness to help him as far as we could to a 
thorough understanding of our principles, and po- 
sition as a Community. The question of a perma- 
nent personal connection, it was considered should 
be left for the future to determine; such cuonnec- 
tion could unly take place when the mutual know!l- 
edge and mutual confidence of the parties would 
make it safe and desirable. In accordance with 
this conclusion, the following letter was sent to 


Dr. Achilli: 
Oneida Community, Dec. 15, 1859. 


De. AcHILLI: 

Dear Friend and Brother :—In accordance with 
my promise, I will now report to you the mind of 
our family on the proposition which you made while 
here. Last evening the matter was touched upon 
in our evening assemb!y. Many expressions of 





respect and affection were made toward you; but it 
was thought for the good of both parties, that further 





deliberation and acquaintance should take place, 
before entertaining the question of your making 
& permanent connection here. It is thought that 
your attraction for the Community, though genuine 
as far as it goes, may be yet somewhat superficial. 
Our intercourse thus far has been mutually pleas- 
ant, as the first act of acquaintance between parties 
of suitable affinities always is; but with us in the 
Community, acquaintance has gone a stage further ; 
it has been consolidated by mutual sacrifices, self- 
denials, and submissions to each other, and search- 
ing heart-triais for Christ’s sake which make the sen- 
timent of union between us not the play of emotion 
merely, but a deep, imperishable principle. For 
the growth and establishment of this, we have 
wuited for years, and have sacrificed all. If the 
seed of this principle exists, as we trust it does in 
you, we must give it time for development. We 
cannot suddenly rush into confidence with any man. 
We have found by repeated experiment, that hasty 
connections are frequently short-lived; and as our 
family contemplates, like marriage, only perma- 
nent relations, we consider it better that there 
should be a considerable period of courtship, before 
externalunion. This is simply saying, that spirit- 
ual union, acquaintance in Christ, the internal 
basis of confidence, should be well established, and 
take precedence of an outward junction; and this 
necessarily requires time and opportunity, as well 
as a favorable disposition of the parties. 

You will at once appreciate all this, without my 
dwelling further upon the point. In proof of their 
interest in you, the family are pleased to extend an 
invitation to you to visit here, whenever you choose, 
and to remain indefinitely as a visitor. We should 
be pleased also to see any of your family. Your 
late visit formed so pleasant an episode in our win- 
ter life, we should all like to have it repeated. 

Believe me, dear Sir, your friend in behalf of the 
Community, and in the sincerity of Christ, 

Geo. W. Noyes. 

No reply to this was received. The next in- 
telligence we received concerning him, appeared 
in the New-York papers, about ten days after his 
leaving here, in the shape of an account of his ar- 
rest, at Jersey City, on the charge of adultery 
with the young woman whom he had represented 
as his governess. She had given birth to a child 
early in December, which, however, lived only a 
In default of $100 bail, he was 
committed to prison. He alleged the young wo- 
man, whose name it appears was — Bogue, 
was his wife, but that, for prudential reasons, he 
advised her to retain her maiden name. 

This new development naturally caused us some 
surprise, in common with the public generally.— 
At the same time it confirmed our suspicions of 
Dr. Achill’s lack of frankness in his previous 
dealings with us. 

We heard but little more conceraing Dr. Achilli 
until Jan. 24th, 1860. On that day he came to 
our place, without previous notice, accompanied 
by his son, Attilio, and Miss Bogue, whom he in- 


troduced as his wife, and apparently bringing all 


few weeks. 





his personal effects, except a lot of books which he’ 


left witha gentleman of Jersey Cit7 in pledge fora 
loan. Heevidently came with the purpose of an 
extended stay with us. A few hours after his ar- 
rival a committee was called together for some 
consultation with, and expression of our minds to 
him. Wefrankly told him that we were dissatisfied 
with the course he had pursued toward us; that 
he had not dealt openly and fairly with us in at- 
tempting to secure a place in our family, while 
concealing his connection with Miss Bogue; that 
we considered his connection with her, to say the 
least, very unwise, and one which we could not 
approve, and that we could not consent to their 
remaining with us. He seemed considerably dis- 
concerted at our attitude, and resisted our criti- 
cism, attempting to defend his course. Toward 
the latter part of the conversation, however, there 
seemed a little wavering in his resistance to our 
criticism. The next morning further conversation 
was had with him, which resulted in his taking 
a different attitude—accepting our criticism, and 
expressing a willingness to take any course we 
should advise; and in our consenting that he should 
remain a few days or a week, until he could rest 
himself, and consider and decide where to go.— 
The next day, Miss Bogue—or Mrs. Bogue 
Achilli—seeing how matters stood between us 
and Dr. Achilli, resolved to return to New York, 
which she accordingly did on the morning of Jan. 
27. Her departure seemed a relief to Dr. Achilli, 
and it certainly rendered his presence less un- 
pleasant. He now seemed desirvuus to submit 
himself to the Community, to retain our friend- 
ship, and apparently to regain our confidence 3 
and in the course of a few days, in consultation 
with the committee which had before dealt with 
him, he requested us to advise hin what to do, 
and expressed his willingness to follow any 
plan we should propose. We declined taking ary 
responsibility in regard to his course, but giving 
him credit of sincerity, we invited him to remain 
until the way should seem clear for him what to 
do. He accordingly remained with us a num- 
ber of weeks, joining in our labor, teaching a class 
in French, and‘giving some entertaining lectures. 
His deportment was pleasant and polite; and on 
our part there was a desire to render his stay 





agreeable, and to recognize any approach toward 
& genuine appreciation of and sympathy with our 
religious position. He took much interest in Eu- 
ropean affairs, and especially in the movements in 
Italy toward freedom, and frequently expressed 
his expectation of returning there as soon as events 
should favor—what he still seemed to consider 
as his mission—the circulation of the Bible, and 
the dissemination of Anti-Popish ideas. 

Thus matters progressed until the 20th of Feb 
ruary, when Mrs. Bogue Achilli suddenly re- 
appeared. Her return seemed at first to annoy 
Dr. Achilli somewhat, but he resumed his former 
relation to her—recognizing her as his wife. Is 
also afforded us the opportunity of forming a more 
definite opinion as to her character; which opin- 
ion, it is sufficient to say, was not favorable.— 
Such being the case, it soon became apparent to 
the Community, that the time had come for Dr. 
Achilli to seek sume other place of residence.— 
Accordingly, after general consultation, the fol- 
lowing letter was written, and handed to him: 


Oneida Community, March 2, 1860. 
Dr. AcuiLir: 

Dear Sir :—It is the mind of the Community 
that the time has come for us to part outwardly, 
and for the present 

On consideration, you will appreciate the necessi- 
ty of this decision. 

On our part the proposal is made with feclings of 
much respect and friendliness. Although your en- 
trance here the last time was not with such entire 
concurrence and freedom of invitation by the Com- 
munity as is desirable in forming a permanent con- 
nection, yet we can say that your presence has been 
personally agreeable. and your spirit and deport- 
ment such as will lead us to think of you with affec- 
tion. 

Your situation in other respects is a decided ob- 
stacle to your junction with the Community, and 
indicates that your visit, which has thus far been 
pleasant and beneficial, we trust on both sides, 
should prepare to terminate. 

With Mrs. Achilli, there is no such bond of ac 
quaintance and fellowship as would justify a long 
visit. Wehave no knowledge of her having con- 
fessed Christ or accepted intelligently the principles 
that hold us together. We have no evidence that 
she is @ spiritual person, or that she inclines to 
be such sincerely. 

We intend no personal disrespect tu any one, but 
the radical nature of our social and religious prin- 
ciples, and the sincerity to which we have been 
schooled, lead us to object to being mixed up with 
persons of a worldly character, especially in the 
intimacy of our family relations. We cannot do it. 
We must have the privilege of selecting our associ- 
ates, and those must be persons who have proved 
their sincerity by confessing Christ before the world 
and forsaking all for him. The mere sentiment of 
benevolence which we may feel toward Mrs. Achilli 
and others indiscriminately, is not the bond of this 
Community. That must be a true spiritual conver- 
sion, a vital union of faith at the center; and we 
should not be sincere to ourselves, to our calling, 
or to God, to allow any superficial feeling to usurp 
the place of this bond. 

One word more by way of defining our position. 
Circumstances which have been related by your- 
self show that your associations during a late period 
in New York were with a class of loose moralists in 
sexual matters. How far this association extended 
in the case of Mrs. Achilli and yourself, we have not 
the means of knowing, and we do not need to know. 
It is enough that with our ideas of the importance of 
purity in sexual relations, we cannot consent to be 
confounded in any degree with the free-lovers of New 
York. If through inadvertence or lack of acquain- 
tance you have failed to make a clear and wide dis- 
tinction in your mind between our position and that 
of the frequenters of the ** Unitary Home” and simi- 
lar establishments, you will be prepared to do so 
now, when we say that we hold ourselves entirely 
aloof from this class, and have no sympathy with 
their principles or practices whatever. We shall 
not only preserve this distinction ourselves, but it is 
our duty to make it publicly apparent as far as pos- 
sible. 

It is then expedient on all accounts that your vis- 
it should terminate. Let us part with mutual good 
will, trusting in God that any external sacrifice we 
may make for the sake of principle, will help inter- 
nal sincerity and make a basis for future happiness 
in such manner as the providence and inspiration of 
God may open the way. 

We wish to express our thanks as a family for 
the entertainment and instruction which your con- 
versation has afforded us. We shall remember them 
with pleasure. 

Take the necessary time to make your arange- 
ments ; and any favor we can show you now or here- 
after in accordance with true sincerity, we shall do 
with pleasure. 

This note is the expression of the meeting last 
evening, and is offered with the respects of 

Tue Community. 


This was received by Dr. Achilli with evident 
surprise, if not with some feeling of offense. There 
was, however, but little said on either side in ref- 
erence to it, and he prepared to depart. His plan 
was, to first go alone to Buffalo, where he said he 
had friends, and find a place of residenco, then re- 
turn in the course of a week and remove his wife 
and bov. We made no objections to this course, 
and he left with this understanding, on Monday 
the 5th of March. He left without any baggage, 
in his ordinary clothes, with a shawl. He seemed 
much depressed in spirit the morning he left, as 
indeed he had been since our decision to have him 
Icave; he was incommunicative, and disposed to 
blame us for our course, and refused to have us 
carry him to the Railroad depot, four miles distant. 
His wife, Mrs. Bogue Achilli, afterward stated 
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that he took with him all his important papers, 
including among others a letter, from the Emperor 
Louis Napoleon. Three or four days afterward, 
the mai! brought us the following letter, post- 


marked Rochester, N. Y.: 
The 7th of March. 
Onxtva Community : 

Brethren :—In my way back to you, I had a mes- 
sage from the Lord, that I had to stop and take some 
other arrangement for my final departure from this 
world. Iam told that the days of my sorrows and 
tribulation are gone, the life of so many trials is 
put to an end, and the Lord is pleased to call me to 
a better place in the other world, and toa far better 
community of true Christians, who are willing to 
have me in their dwelling house, utterly associated 
with them. And all this ‘*during to-day.” 

I don’t know, of course, what will happen, and I 
can not relate it to you; only 1 know I shall be re- 
moved from this earth to the spiritual world, and 
from there to heaven, to receive the reward given 
by the merciful Father to his children. In this 
knowledge and under such an impression, I feel as 
though I cannot think of any think else but of going 
Fe ey and I feel a longing, and impatientce at any 

elay. 

My good brethren, rejoice with me that Iam go- 
ing to my heavenly abode, to the society of the faith- 
ful and true followers of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
May he be blessed, for ever. Oh, I am going.— 
Farewell, brethren. 

I want you to take care of my dear boy, Attilio, 
and educate him, heart and mind, on the true prin- 
ciples of the great doctrine to be found in the Bible, 
and only in the Bible. I intrust him to you, that 
he may find in your, Community both father and 
mother. Farewell, brethren. 

Yours, in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
G, ACHIELI. 


In the same envelope with the above, was a let- 
ter to Mrs. Bogue Achilli, of which the following 
is a copy: 


March 7th, the Anniversary of 
my first imprisonment at the 
Inquisition of Rome. 
My Betovep One: 

** Our ways are not His ways,” but His ways must 
be our ways. The Lord Jesus wants me to go to an- 
other place, where, just now, I cannot carry either 
you or my boy, but I will prepare it for you both, 
at a due time, if you shali believe that the Lord is 
our Savior from Sin, and live a life according to 
his precepts. Now don’t be sorry for me, but re- 
joice, because ‘‘ to-day” Iam told I shall be re- 
moved, in a rather extraordinary manner to the 
other world: and I shall go to live with heavenly 
inhabitants ina far more beautiful place than I 
could ever find or you can imagine. In this occa- 
sion, I will remember of my promise to you and 
keep it, as far as I shall be allowed, viz., to come 
and yisit and assist you. Oh yes, I will take care of 
you and of my boy, from heaven. I wrote just now 
to his mother about my — left him with the 
Community, sure as I am that he will be cared for 
in a peculiar way, and well educated, so as to have 
a chance of growing a man and a Christian. 

My dearly beloved, be of good cheer on account of 
my departure from you ; it is the will of our Father 
who isin Heaven. I am going to Him whom [I love 
over all, and you will join me there, sooner, per- 
haps, than you anticipate. Indeed! we shall be 
happy there; no man or devil will disturb us, and 
our happiness will increase to all eternity. 

I cannot think, just now, of any thing else. I 
have no will and no disposition to make. Do your- 
self what you feel inspired to do. 

I don’t know whether any body will be allowed to 
notice anything concerning the mode of my death or 
departure; I don’t know what are the arrange- 
ments for my removal. I know only that some good 
spirits have been entrusted about it, and they will 
carry me to the ey appointed, where I shall be 
allowed to see the Lord and rejoice of Him, and then 
live with my new associates in heaven. There ismy 
Lilia, the sister, and some other of my oid acquain- 
tance. Oh, let mego,then. Farewell, my goodness, 
farewell. 

Yours in the Lord forever, G. AciLt1 


We have recently received a translated copy of 
the letter to his previous wife, referred to in the 
above letter to Mrs. Bogue Achilli, which may 
properly be inserted here. It will be seen that 
its tone 1s similar to that of the two previous ones, 
purporting that he was contemplating a speedy 
death. It is as follows : 


Sianora : 
In the last moments of my earthly life (since my 
assage from this life into eternity is calculated to 
e near and certain) I consider it proper that I 
should write to you in order that ™ may know 
where Attiliois, and where I intend that he shall 
remain. He is in an establishment of Christian 
Communists who live together, about fifty families, 
in a place in the state of New York called Oneida, 
near Veronaand Rome, about three hundred miles 
distant from the town of New York. A most beau- 
tiful country, filled with fruits and flowers, where 
our son is taken particular care of, brought up, edu- 
cated, and provided for, if he likes, for the whole of 
his life. It grieves me that my other dear ones 
should be far away from me where I cannot at this 
moment take care of them. May the Lord be their 
father. 

Signora, in this moment our connection is at an 
end ; ‘and I leave you, not with hatred and rancor, 
as you said to me in your last letter of last October, 
but with peace and love. I leave you with a kiss 
in the Lord. I forget everything, and pardon every- 
thing. 1] goto my Father who is in heaven—it is 
there that I wait for you. Oh, Iam happy to go to 
my home ; and when I arrive there, (if indeed it be 
permitted me,) I promise to come and see you where 
you live, and to manifest myself to you. I certain- 
ly will take care of my children, the darlings! A 
last kiss from their earthly father--no, I do not 
leave them--I do not abandon them--I will visit 
them many and many times--I will assist them per- 
haps better than I have been able to do while on 
this earth. And you, if indeed you do not hate me, 


you too, shall feel that Iam your friend, and faith- 
ful; as I havé been your husband and loved you for 


eight years. It is you who have abandoned me; 
and that is the reason why I have not provided for 
your wants; which I should have done with much 
pleasure if you had remained with me. Well, adieu. 
The Lord be with you always, and render you as 
happy as I desire and wish you. 
Yours, G. Acwiut. 

P. S.—Attilio, when older. will take care of his 
brothers. I leave for him all needful instructions, 
to be communicated to him at the proper time. 

Rochester, NW. Y¥., March 5th, 1860. 


Here was a new phase of affairs. We waited 
several days, thinking it probable that we should 
hear something further from or concerning him, 
but heard nothing. Thereupon one of our men 
was sent to Rochester on the 12th of March to 
see if he could be found. He could find no trace 
of him. He laid the matter before the Chief of 
Police, who promised to keep a look-out for the 
Doctor, and if he met with any trace of him to 
report tous. We have heard no word of Dr. 
Achilli since the above letter, dated 7th March, 
1860. 

Thus, it will be seen, Mrs. Bogue Achi!li, with 
the boy Attilio Achilli, a lad of eight years, were 
left at our place. It will be seen, also, from Dr. 
Achilli’s letter to us, that he wished us to assume 
the charge of Attilio. We had given him ‘no in- 
timation that we would do so under any circum- 
stances, though he had sometimes during his visit 
mentioned that he should like to have the boy 
brought up in our institution. Mrs. Bogue Achil- 
li claimed to be Dr. Achilli’s wife, and she had 
been recognized by him to us as such. We had 
no definite grounds to dispute her claim. As the 
wife of Dr. Achilli, she assumed the disposal of 
Attilio, and the property which Dr. Achilli left, 
Such being the case, we felt under nv obligation to 
keep the boy ; at the same time we were disposed 
to deal fairly and charitably in reference to him. 
We proposed, to Mrs. Bogue Achill, to take charge 
of him on condition that the property which Dr. 
Achilli had left, consisting of several trunks of 
clothes, jewelry, and other effects, should be in- 
ventoried and left in our charge, subject to the 
order of Dr. Achillli, herself, or Dr. Achill’s 
friends, in case either or any of them should re- 
move the boy, for one year ; after which the prop- 
erty should be disposed of for the benetit of the 
boy. She refused to accede to these terms, and 
taking the boy, and the property, left for New 
York city, stating, that it was her intention to 
leave the boy in the care of an Italhan friend of 
Dr. Achilli’s, residing in the city. She left our 
place on the 19th ot March, and we heard from her 
no more. 

The affair now stood in suspense. Nothing 
was heard from Dr. Achilli; nothing from Mrs. 
Bogue Achilli, or the boy. We had at that time 
but little confidence in the idea that Dr. Achilli 
had committed suicide. It seemed more proba- 
ble that be had taken an ingenious course to relieve 
himeelf of his connection with this woman. His 
connection with her had destroyed his reputation ; 
and we thought there were indications when she 
came back from New-York, in February, that he 
was annoyed by it, and would have been glad to 
have been relieved of her presence. As a refuge 
from the persecution of public opinion, he had en- 
deavored to shelter himself among us. But he 
had found that his connection with this woman, 
which had ruined his character with society at 
large, was a barrier to his remaining here.— 
Added to all this, it was stated by Mrs. Bogue 
Achilli—with how much truthfulness we cannot 
say—that Dr. Achilli was involved in debt, and 
was always followed by a set of creditors.— 
These things, together with the element of sub- 
tilty which appeared in his character, suggested 
the idea that instead of commiting suicide he had 
taken a mysterious course to rid himself of a con- 
nection which had become burdensome and unde- 
sirable, and unpleasant debts. We were inclined 
to believe that such wus the case, and that sooner 
or later he would be heard from. This of 
course we could not assume; it could only be 
entertained as a probability, or, at least, a pus- 
sibility. As time has passe’, some have come 
to think it not unlikely that he sought an escape 
from his troubles in suicide. Atall events, there 
have come to us no indications of his whereabouts, 
or his fate, 

We will now turn to the fortunes of the boy, 
Attilio Achilli. Mrs. Bogue Achilli, on leaving 
with him, promised to write to us and inform us 
of the condition and circumstances of herself and 
the boy. She had failed to do so. 

Meanwhile, a letter reached us about the 20th 
of July, from the Italian wife of Dr. Achilli. It 


was as follows: 
Via Guelfa, No. 5199, Florence, 
Tuscany, 2d July, 1860. 
Sir: I have received a letter from my husband, Dr. 
Achilli, informing me that he has placed our eldest 





son, Attilio Achilli, in the establishment of the 


Christian Communists at Oneida. I shall feel’ par- 
ticularly indebted to you, if you will let me know, 
whether my dear child is still with you, and if he is 
in good health, and giving satisfaction to his teach- 
ers. Iam naturally very anxious on his account, 
and shall esteem it a great kindness if you will 
sometimes let me hear from you about him, until he 
is able to write to me himself. 
Iam, Sir, Yours obediently, 
JoseruineE ACHILLI. 


We felt authorizec by this, to ascertain what 
disposition had been made of Attilio by Mrs. 
Bogue Achilli. Accordingly a few weeks after, 
being in New York city, I took occasion to search 
for her and the boy, and succeeded in finding 
both. As the result of my investigations, I learned 
that two days after Mrs. Bogue Achilli left the 
Community she placed Attilio in the Five Points 
House of Industry, 157 Worth street, represent- 
ing that she found him in Albany, at a boarding 
house near the Railroad depot, called “ Adams 
House”; that she took pity on him and brought 
him to the House of Industry. Attilio is still 
there, 

On returning home, I wrote a letter to Mrs. 
Josephine Achilli, dated Sept. 10th, giving an 
account of Dr. Achilli’s connection with us, and 
the facts concerning Attilio. In November I re- 
ceived the following reply: 


Via San Zanobi, No. 5600, 
Florence, 19th Oct., 1860. 

Sir: On the 2d of October, I received your letter 
dated the 0th of September, and I beg you to accept 
my most grateful acknowledgments of your very 
great kindness to my poor little boy, and also to 
yourself, in replying so fully to my inquiries re- 
specting him. 

I have read with much pain your confirmation of 
those reports which had reached Italy of Dr. Achilli’s 
strange conduct, and the intelligence you give me of 
Attilio. With respect to myself I beg to assure you 
that I never thought of such a thing as deserting my 
husband ; I came to Italy with my youngest children 
by his express desire, since he considered our health 
would be improved by remaining for a couple of 
years in my native air; and I left New York expect- 
ing to return there to Dr. Achilli, at the end of that 
period. He promised to allow me four hundred dol- 
lars a year, during my stay in Italy. He himself 
procured my passport, and paid my passage money. 
We parted with tears on both sides. My second son, 
Emilio, he had sent on with a friend three months 
before, saying that as I suffered from sea sickness, 
I should find so many children too troublesome. 

I hardly need say that I have never received a 
dollar from Dr. Achilli since I left him; and an ex- 
tract from a New York paper sent me by the lady of 
the American Consul, contains an accurate state- 
ment of my destitute condition.* 

The American Consul, Mr. Mallett, is much inter- 
ested about my poor little boy Attilio. He wishes to 
get him brought here next spring ; and should it be 
in your power to interest any benevolent persons to 
subscribe a little which could be applied for his ben- 
efit when he reaches me, you would be conferring on 
me a kindness for which 1 should be very grateful. 
I name this, as Mr. Mallett will provide for the ex- 
penses of his passage. 

I enclose a translation of the only letter I have 
received from Dr. Achilli, since he sent me back to 
Italy. Ihave written him many times, and two of 
my brothers have also written to him, but none of 
our letters have been answered. 

I have also taken the liberty to enclose a few lines 
for my poor Attilio, which I request you to have the 
kindness to endeavor that he may receive in safety. 

I know not how to thank you adequately for the 
Christian kindness you have already manifested. 
That our Father in Heaven may reward you, is the 
prayer of your deeply obliged 

JosePHine ACHILLI. 

* The following is the extract referred to above : 

‘*The Florence correspondent of the Newark Advertiser 
mentions that the wife and children of Dr. Achilli, an apostate 
from the Roman church, about whom some excitement was re- 
cently created in Hoboken, and who has iliated Protestant 
feeling both in England and the United States, are in a per- 
fectly destitute condition, living on the alms of our eountry- 
men, He shipped them at New York last year, undera spe- 
cious pretext, with the promise to supply their wants monthly 

by bills of exchange, since which the only intelligence they 
have had of him was through the newspaper report of his hay- 
ing another woman and child in New Jersey. Measures have 
been taken to call him to account.” 





With this letter my narrative terminates.— 
I believe it is the intention of the authori- 
ties of the House of Industry to send Attilio to 
his mother at Florence next spring. If so, and 
any one is disposed to aid them ia doing it, it 
would be a legitimate and deserving channel for 
charity. 

We should like to learn more concerning Dr. 
Achilli’s previous history and character; and any 
persons who may be in possession of facts of in- 
terest concerning him would undoubtedly confer 
a favor upen the many who have known him, by 
making them public.. Tueopore L. Pirr. 

Oneida Community, Dec. 25, 1860. 





Widowhood in Bengal. 


We learn from Mr. Gangooly’s book, noticed in 
& previous number, that early marriages are preva- 
lent among the Hindoos. There is no fixed age 
for the marriage of a man—he can marry when 
ihe pleases; but the marriage age for girls is be- 
tween six and twelve. “You would scarcely see 
a girl of thirteen, out of thousands, unmarried. 
She is known, if there be any, as a real thoobra, 
(spinster,) and there is little hope of her ever 
being married without difficulty.” The following 





is Mr. Gangooly's description of widowhood in 
Bengal : 

The very day a girl becomes a widow, her col- 
ored clothes, silver and golden ornaments, are 
all taken off, and a mark of red powder, which 
every married woman wears on the forehead, is 
rubbed out. Henceforth she is to dress in 
white, and wear no ornament of any kind what- 
ever during her lifetime. Her daily meals are 
reduced to one, and that is prepared in the 
simplest way possible. She is strictly prohib- 
ited the use of any sort of animal food. This 
restriction has been carried to such an extreme, 
that, if a scale of fish be found in the plate of 
a widow, she must immediately stop eating 
and go without food the same day. Each wid- 
ow is requiree to cook her own food, and to ab- 
stain entirely from food and drink two days, 
aka-thusly, im every month. There are other 
fasting days for this class of wretched women, 
but the young ones feel satisfied with observing 
the two fixed ones. Who can witness the suf- 
ferings, the sighs of the Bengalee widow of 
thirteen or fourteen years, on the fast days, 
without pity? In the warm days of April; 
when the burning sun dries up the ponds of 
their water, scorches the leaves of the trees, 
these poor victims to the rigidness of supersti- 
tion faint and pant in hunger and thirst. If 
they are dying on the aka-thusly day, a little 
water will be put to the lips, merely to wet 
them. In ah to escape these continual suf- 
ferings, it has been the practice with many wid- 
ows to burn themselves with the corpse of the 
husband; and though the subtle Brahmuns in- 
culcate various rewards for the burning of the 
Shuttee, yet I cannot see anything more weighty 
than the putting an end at once to all their 
troubles, even.at the guilt of suicide. The 
have no Lope of ever cheering their widowhood 
in the world. 

A learned Brahmun, the principal of 
Caleutta Sanserith College, is earnestly en- 
gaged in redeeming the condition of the 
widows, by introducing the system of widow 
marriage. Having a deep knowledge of the 
national literature, ulso the Scriptures of the 
country, he traced back its customs and insti- 
tutions, and wrote a pamphlet, in which he 
succeeded in proving that widow marriage had 
been known to the Hindoos of old. His refer- 
ence to the ancients, his able arguments and 
pathetic discourses in behalf of the wretched 
millions, were met by the people with the fe- 
rocity of lions. Nearly sixty pamphlets were 
published by the enemies of the widows, against 
this great reformer. Amidst the heavy shower 
and thunder of reproach from his blind country- 
men, this noble child of God, with a few friends 
by his side, with the love of humanity in his 
heart, and the smile of his Father upon his 
head, stood firmly, and, summoning all his 
forces, maintained the honor and superiority 
in the field. With anelaborate work he an- 
swered his opponents, confuted their mistaken 
reasonings, and to their great mortification, 
married a young Brahmun widow of sixteen to 
a suitable bridegroom. May he be successful 
in instituting this wished-for system, which 


sufferings and sins ! 

It ought to be observed in this place, that 
no widow is asked or foreed to die with her 
husband. She who voluntarily takes up her 
cross and follows after her beloved husband of 
life, is weleome. Every preparation will be 
made to belp her in this act of mistaken devo- 
tion. I have heard of some widows, who 
made all the necessary arrangements for this 
mode of suicide while their husbands were Jiv- 
ing. As it would be a disgrace to the family 
in case of her failure, the people ask her te 
consider the matter well ; and, finding her firm 
in her positiou, bind her and her dead husband 
together with some cords, and lay them both 
on the Chita or funeral pile, where she is 
burned alive amid the praises of the spectators. 
In. many instances, the devoted widows, forsak- 
ing their little ones, and committing them to 
the care of others, have followed after their 
husbands. It is a heart-rending scene indeed 
to behold the wretehed children, who, with 
horror unspeakable, witness the death of their 
two dearest relatives on earth—the one taken 
away by the natural death, the other, yea the 
sweeter, the tenderer of the two, a victim to 
superstition, 2 martyr to her conviction of the 
mistaken precepts of her priests. 








Tue Piannine or Crtizs.—The London Buil- 
/der says that a spider’s web furnishes a better 
‘plan for the laying out of new cities than any 
‘which has yet been devised by surveyors and 
engineers. Any one who can find a distinct and 
complete web unbroken, will see how beautifully 
regular it is, and how perfectly adapted for the 
quickest passage from any one point to another. 
The concentric rings are not circles, but polygons, 
the radiating exquisitely regular and straight. 
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